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start of the summer season, but for the 
men and women who have served in our 
Armed Forces, and in doing so gave 
their lives, we owe them our remem-
brance and demonstrated appreciation. 

It is my sincere hope that you will 
pause this Memorial Day in remem-
brance of our fallen soldiers, whose 
courage and bravery sustain our lib-
erty. 

f 

HONORING JASON KORTZ 

(Mr. COFFMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, Memo-
rial Day is a day to honor those who 
have made the ultimate sacrifice in de-
fense of our Nation. I can think of no 
better time to remember one of those 
brave, young men who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice as he trained to protect 
the values that we as a nation hold so 
dear. 

An elite member of the Naval Special 
Warfare Group 1, Special Warfare Oper-
ator 3rd Class Jason Kortz distin-
guished himself consistently through-
out his life and during his short mili-
tary career. 

Hailing from Highlands Ranch, Colo-
rado, he graduated from the University 
of Denver. Most recently, Jason set 
himself apart when he was selected as 
the honor man of his basic underwater 
demolition SEAL class. 

Tragically, this true patriot and con-
summate professional gave his life in 
defense of our Nation when he died dur-
ing a training accident on March 18, 
2015. 

On this Memorial Day, please join me 
and the family of Jason Kortz to pause 
and reflect on the ultimate sacrifices 
that warriors like Jason have made to 
uphold all that we value as a nation. 

f 
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ASTHMA AWARENESS MONTH 

(Mr. ENGEL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, May is 
Asthma Awareness Month. As co-chair 
of the Congressional Asthma and Al-
lergy Caucus and a senior member of 
the House Committee on Energy and 
Commerce’s Health Subcommittee, I 
want to take this opportunity to bring 
attention to the prevalence of asthma 
in the United States, as well as what 
must be done to control its growth. 

Asthma is one of the most serious 
chronic diseases in the country. It af-
fects almost 26 million Americans and 
nearly 7 million children. It can cause 
shortness of breath, coughing, wheez-
ing, chest pain, and even death. 

In my home State of New York, asth-
ma takes a particularly heavy toll, es-
pecially in my home county of the 
Bronx. About 390,000 children and 1.4 
million adults in New York have asth-

ma. The total cost of asthma-related 
hospitalizations in New York in 2007 
was a staggering $535 million. 

I have been a strong supporter of the 
Centers for Disease Control’s National 
Asthma Control Program, which helps 
States implement systems to monitor 
and treat asthma. This program’s work 
has resulted in $23.1 billion in asthma 
healthcare costs since 2001. 

We must continue to increase aware-
ness and preventative measures to help 
people manage their disease. We must 
work collaboratively across sectors to 
address the burden that asthma cre-
ates. 

I look forward to continuing to work 
with my colleagues in a bipartisan 
fashion to ensure that adults and chil-
dren across the United States can live 
healthier and more successful lives and 
that we can conquer the scourge of 
asthma. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MAJOR GENERAL R. 
MARTIN UMBARGER 

(Mr. ROKITA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a distinguished Hoosier 
and American, Major General R. Mar-
tin Umbarger, the Adjutant General of 
Indiana, who is retiring after 11 years 
as the leader of the Indiana Guard Re-
serve and the Indiana Army and Air 
National Guard. 

Major General Umbarger’s distin-
guished career in the military spans 
five decades and began when he en-
listed as a soldier in the Indiana Army 
National Guard in 1969. 

As secretary of state, I had the privi-
lege of working with Major General 
Umbarger to protect Hoosiers serving 
in the military, both out of State and 
overseas, by promoting and improving 
absentee voting processes. 

As Indiana’s Fourth District Rep-
resentative, I have also worked with 
Major General Umbarger on legislation 
which would study the structure of our 
military and how Reserve components 
can be best utilized. 

In short, Major General Umbarger is 
one of the most accomplished adjutant 
generals in the country and a valuable 
leader in Indiana and the USA. He has 
led our National Guard and served our 
State and Nation with integrity and 
distinction over his 45-year military 
career. 

I would like to thank Major General 
Umbarger for his selfless service and 
wish him well in his retirement. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JOE GALUSKI 
(Mr. KATKO asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to the life of Joe 
Galuski, a beloved central New York 
broadcaster who spent more than 25 
years on air on WSYR radio. 

Known for his ability to discuss with 
knowledge any topic presented to him, 
Joe faithfully kept our community up-
dated on the latest local stories and 
provided us with news from around the 
Nation. 

A legend in central New York radio, 
Joe Galuski is fondly recognized by the 
thousands of listeners who tuned in re-
ligiously on morning commutes and to 
hear him on SU football’s pre- and 
postgame talk shows. 

Joe was more than a radio host; he 
had the power to communicate and en-
tertain and became a large part of the 
lives of many of his listeners. He was a 
gracious and tough interviewer who 
was quick with a joke. His personality, 
sense of humor, and intelligence could 
always be heard in his voice. 

Joe Galuski was loved by central 
New York, a community he cared deep-
ly about. His spirit as the voice of our 
community will not be forgotten by his 
family, friends, colleagues, and lis-
teners. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM THOMAS 
KIRCHHOFF, JR. 

(Mr. PERRY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, today, I 
pay homage to the legacy of a man who 
not only resided in Pennsylvania’s 
Fourth Congressional District, but 
much more importantly, a man who 
served the Commonwealth and our Na-
tion with pride, as an exemplary busi-
nessman, phenomenal athlete, and true 
patriot. 

William Thomas Kirchhoff, Jr., was a 
standout quarterback for Lafayette 
College, eventually being inducted into 
their hall of fame. After college, Tom 
continued on to the NFL, being signed 
by the Philadelphia Eagles. 

While he is known in Pennsylvania as 
a great athlete, Tom is know by his 
family and community as a great man. 
His fierce quest to live a full life and 
raise a happy family, despite his strug-
gle with ALS, is beyond inspirational. 
In fact, his attitude and drive should 
inspire every citizen to live fully, com-
pletely, and with a purpose, despite the 
challenges that may confront them. 

Tom physically may have left us on 
March 10, 2015, but his soul, spirit, and 
legacy will endure. To his devoted wife, 
Staci, and their four children—Tommy, 
Sam, Brynley, and Ty—on behalf of the 
Commonwealth and the Nation, thank 
you. Thank you for sharing Tom’s all 
too short but extremely meaningful 
life with us. 

I am truly honored and humbled to 
be even a small part of the recognition 
of a truly great American. 

Tom, we wish you Godspeed. 
f 

CONSTRUCTION AUTHORIZATION 
AND CHOICE IMPROVEMENT ACT 
Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
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